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"In Relation with All"

The wonderful story of Mary and Martha!  In John, we find these two connected with
Lazarus, the one Jesus raises from death.  All are dear friends of Jesus.  But here in Luke, we do
not have Lazarus and the women just seem like some strangers who have invited this traveling
prophet and teacher in to their home out of hospitality and the kindness of their hearts.

The story is often lifted up as an encouragement of the desire for listening and learning
that Mary has chosen, over Martha's obsession for getting the house clean, and being distracted
with the busywork of life.

To Martha's complaint that her sister isn't pulling her far share of the work, Jesus
responds that Mary has chosen the better portion.  Mary has discovered what really matters. 
This is interesting on a number of levels.  First, as is obvious, Jesus is lifting up education and
learning as important.  More important even than hospitality or welcoming given to visitors, as
important as those things are.  Second, he encourages a woman to listen and learn from his
teaching.  This, in a patriarchal culture that did not highly value women's contributions as a
whole, and in a household that seems devoid of any men at all.

But a third thing should catch our attention.  While Martha was the one who invited Jesus
into her house, and Martha is the one trying to make the place neat and presentable, and Martha
is the one trying to make her visitors comfortable, she seems to not have any real connection
with them.  She is doing all these things, walking around them, dusting, fluffing the pillows,
picking up the dirty dishes that were left setting in the living room.  You know, getting
everything in order.  But she is completely missing why she is doing this.  She is so engaged in
her labor, that she doesn't even notice who is there and who they are.  

Mary is the one, though she has not lifted a finger to make the place comfortable or
welcoming for the guests, she is the one who has sat down with them, is listening to their
discussion, is interested in what they are saying, and is eager to learn from them.  She is the one
who is in relation to these travelers, now guests in her home.  She is the one who sees them, who
hears them, the one who wants to know more about them.  She is the one who will open up her
heart and her soul and her strength and her mind to this Jesus and his followers.  Mary is living
in the same kind of relational love that Jesus taught with the parable of the Good Samaritan.  The
passage that Luke places right before this story in his gospel.

So what Jesus is saying, and what Luke is emphasizing by placing these two stories right
next to each other, is that what is most important is our relationship with one another.  It is not so
much what we do, perhaps, but it is about how we are with one another.  And how we are with
one another will then influence how we act with one another.

In Celtic Spirituality, the importance of relationship is paramount.  And not just our
relationship with other people.  Our relationship with all of creation is a central focus.  Our
relationship with the earth, with the soil, with the air, with the atmosphere, with the water, the
oceans, the lakes, rivers and streams, the marshes and vernal pools, with the plants, the trees, the



food crops, flowers and weeds, the tiny microscopic organisms, the creatures, great and small,
mammals, birds, fish, reptiles and amphibians, wild and domestic, all of it.  In Celtic spirituality,
we are reminded that we are one with all that is, all wrapped up in God's good created order. 
There is no separation, no difference between secular and sacred.  All is holy.  All is sacred. 
And the way we look at every single thing around us, should reflect that sense.  We should see
all things as related to us, connected to us, as part of us.

Kate and I were speaking with a friend who teaches at Unity College and he was telling
us about the changes that Ecuador has written into its constitution.  They have come to an
understanding that nature, or as they refer to it as "pachamama" or mother earth, needs to have
rights and protections within human society.  
Ecuador is the first country to recognize Rights of Nature in its Constitution.  Written in
September 2008, the new Ecuadorian Constitution includes a Chapter called Rights for nature. 
Rather than treating nature as property under the law, Rights for Nature articles acknowledge
that nature in all its life forms has the right to exist, persist, maintain and regenerate its vital
cycles.  And we – the people –  have the legal authority to enforce these rights on behalf of
ecosystems.  The ecosystem itself can be named as the defendant."  (from the website for the Global

Alliance for the Rights of Nature)

If we are truly to live as God intends for us to live within this world that we are finding
more and more fragile and susceptible to our mistreatment, then we have to begin to live in ways
that bring us in true relationship with it.  Just as the Ecuadorans are discovering.  Just as the
Celts of long ago seemed to intuitively know, just as so many indigenous peoples have known
for so long, we need to learn and understand our relationship with all things.  To begin to find
ways of being and of living that are based on our connections with creation and one another.  We
can no longer sustain ways of living that recognize and take into account, only ourselves and our
greed or self-interests, or support the ways of exploitation and the destruction of the earth's
resources.  

It is easy for us to become caught up in the busy-ness of life.  To be obsessed in the work
and the labor and the tasks and all of the doing.  And much of it is with good intent.  But we
need to change, to learn what Mary seemed to know.  We need to learn what the ancient Celts
knew.  We need to find our place once again, sitting at the feet of Christ to listen and to learn. 
Sitting at the root a great tree or on the peak of a mountain, or at the ocean's edge, or in the quiet
of a shady woods, or in the middle of a windblown field.  And in those places, listen.  Truly
listen.  Observe.  Learn.  For it is here, away from the busy-ness of life, as we find ourselves in
relation to all things, that we will hear God speak.  That we will come to find the oneness, the
fullness, the wholeness and healing that we and this whole world need to know.

May we begin to find a new way of being with one another and with our world, led by
the love of Christ and the Spirit of God.  Amen.


